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Dear Congressman Gibbons:
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CfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of February :2, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket., No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1.992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services oPerating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these~Bh8nnels,. and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
Ilrivate land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
ou~ proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on Ric operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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Honorable Sam M. Gibbons 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals .

. .. Ralph A. HIler
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice
Order
Discussion paper

cc:
Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch File (Pink)
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WAYS AND MEANS
COMMITTEE

(VICE CHAIRMAN)

SUBCOMMITTEES:

TRADE (CHAIRMAN)
SOCIAL SECURITY

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION

SAM M. GIBBONS
t lib DISTRICT. FLORIDA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

February 2) 1993

~j(~/LEASE RESPOND TO:

D~~ 0 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
7, WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-3376

o 2002 N. LOIS AVE.
SUITE 260
TAMPA. FLORIDA 33607
TELEPHONE: (813) 870-2101

o 201 S. KINGS AVE.• M6
BRANDON. FLORIDA 33511
TELEPHONE: (813) 689-2847

JAN STOORZA
CHIEF OF STAFF

GREG WONDERS
FLORIDA OFFICE MANAGER

Federal Communications Commission
Congressional liaison
1919 MStreet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir Or Madam:

Enclosed please find copies of the letters I have received from my
constituents. I believe you will find their concerns self-explanatory.

I would greatly appreciate your looking into this matter and providing me an
appropriate reply at your earliest convenience. Many thanks for your
assistance in this regard.

Sam M. Gibbons
United States Con ressman

SMG:n
Enclosure

Printed on Recycled Paper
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15711 Country Lake Dr.

Tampa, Florida 33624

January 25, 1993

The Honorable Sam Gibbons
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Gibbons,

I am a resident of your district, and I am an avid RiC IOOdel airplane enthusiast. Like thousands
of other adult men and wanen, I have gotten' great pleasure fran building and flying IOOdels for
over t"'O years.

I am very concenled about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Camumications Catmission. '!be proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for !!Odels and increase the risk
of accidents.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. 'Ibis band is primarily used for
private land nnbile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart fran the land llXlbile frequenCies that we have been able to share the band

without either use interfering with the other.

N::'.l the FCC wants to create zoore land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land lOObile frequencies will nove
closer to the radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of IOOdel airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly our IOOdel airplanes, safety is parazoount. The risks that the FCC proposal would bring

about would certainly impact human safe:ty and property damage. After all, since these potential
U~&s are llXlbile, the only way we're going to know we have a problem is after we crashl

Please understand that many IOOdel airplanes have wip.g spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. 'n1e IOOdels themselves are expensive to build1 but zoore to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our IOOdels at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. If a pager or cellular Iilone experiences
interference, the result is a lost message. If a model airplane gets such interference the result
is a crash. I am well aware that we IOOdelers don't have the financial clout of telecarmunications
c'.J:lIpanies1 but surely we are entitled to safely pursue our hobby, as we have for years.

Please help me and hundreds of thousands of others continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by

not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72 - 76 MHz band. We all
need your help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
l>~:-:ane more difficult to avoid halting these proposals frem going into effect.

Sincerely,
~-) .

;;L c. ( - '.',( :..-t;L
Paul Tejera
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15711 Country Lake Dr.

Tampa, Florida 33624
Je,'luary 25, 1993

The Honorable Sam GibOOnS

United States House of Representatives
Washington, OC 20515

Dear Mr. Gibbons,

I am a resident of your district, and I am an avid Ric roodel airplane enthusiast. Like thousands,
of other adult men and wanen, I have gotten great pleasure from building and flying roodels for
over ten years.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Ccmnunications CamU.ssion. '!he proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of fre:IUencies currently assigned for roodels and increase the risk,
of accidents.

O..tC radio control fre:IUencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. '!his band is primarily used for

private land rrobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control fre:IUencies in this bard are
far enough apart fran the land nobile fre:IUencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

No':-" the FCC wants to create lOOre land nobile fr~cies by splitting them into narrorrer
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land roobile fre:IUencies will III:M!

cJ oser to the radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 fre:IUencies that are presently
available for radio control of roodel airplanes, only 19 fre:IUencies will be left if these new

r~les are adopted.

When we fly our roodel airplanes, safety is paramount. '!he risks that the FCC proposal would bring
about would certainly impact human safety and property damage. After all, since these potential
users are nobile, the only way we're goiIlg to know we have a problem is after we crashl

Please understand that many roodel airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as IlUch as 30
or 40 {Xlunds. '!he roodels themselves are expensive to buildl but IOOre to the {Xlint, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. we often fly our roodels at organized events and
contests where hurrlreds of operators participate. If a pager or cellular ];hone experiences
interference, the result is a lost message. If a roodel airplane gets such interference the result
is a crash. I am well aware that we roodelers don't have the financial clout of telecamumications
co:npaniesl but surely we are entitled to safely prrsue our hobby, as we have for years.

Please help me and hurrlreds of thousands of others continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by

not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72 - 76 MHz band. We all
need your help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
become IOOre difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effect.

Si.ncerely,
///"~'

Y '.-4/ /-' y /// ''-.--><1/ c ....... v

<> Albert Tejera
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15711 Country Lake Dr.

'rampa, Florida 33624

January 25, 1993
The Honorable Sam Gibbons

United States House of Representatives
Washington, OC 20515

Dear Mr. Gibbons,

I am a resident of your district, and I am an avid RiC IOOdel airplane enthusiast. Like thousands
of other adult men and wcmen, I have gotten great pleasure fran building and flying IOOdels for
O'19r two years.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Cairmmications Camdssion. '!be proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for roodels and increase the risk
of accidents.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz barrl. '!bis band is pr:imarily used for
private land llDbi.le dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart fran the land llDbile frequencies that we have been able to share the barrl
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create ~re land llDbile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land IlObile frequencies will IOOVe
closer to the radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of IOOdel airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes, safety is Parannmt. '!be risks that the FCC proposal would bring
about would certainly impact human safe17Y and property damage. After all, since these potential
users are mobile, the only way we're going to know we have a problem is after we crash!

Please understand that many IOOdel airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as Imlch as 30

or 40 pounds. '!be IOOdels themselves are expensive to build; .but I1'Ore to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. we often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators Participate. If a pager or cellular {bone experiences
interference, the result is a lost message. If a model airplane gets such interference the result
is a crash. I am well aware that we IOOdelers don't have the financial clout of teleccmnunications
canpanies; but surely we are entitled to safely pursue our hobby, as we have for years.

Please help me and hundreds of thousands of others continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72 - 76 MHz barrl. We all
need your help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
becane I1'Ore difficult to avoid halting these proposals fran going into effect.

Sincerely,

(''7 -/. ~.,
:, '-"'i.·~:2.;~,l"l / ~-¥-..~__

Patsy Tejera ./
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Wayne N. Smith
7009 24th Ave. So.
Tampa, F'L 33619

January 25, 1993

Honorable Congressman Sam Gibbons
Room 2204
Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C.' 20515

Dear Congressman Gibbons,
I am writing you about a proposed rule change under

cons~deration by the F.e.C •• The changes are listed under
PR Docket 92-235 scheduled for a vote on February 26.

I have been an avid model airplane enthusiast since my
father introduced my brothers and myself to the modeling
hobby when I was 9 years old. My father, brothers and I
still get together on Sundays for a day of flying and a get
together of our families. This is a family oriented hobby
that has proven a gteat joy to myself and my family for over
50 years. My own wife and two children have enjoyed and
participated in this hobby. This activity has proven to be
one of the most rewarding expe~iences of my life. In addition
to enjoying all the many facets of constructing and flying
model aircraft, the fact that my family still gets together
every Sunday for a day of flying has kept our family close
over the years ari~ been a great source of joy for me.

r am also President of the Tampa Radio Control Aircraft
Club. Not only are we a valuable source for the mon~toring

of the many safety aspects relating to our hobby, but we also
are quite active in our community. Every year we are a big
part~cipant in the childrens festival at the University of
South Florida. We also have" F'ield Days" at our site for
the Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, as well as handicapped and
disadvantaged children. Our club is certainly not unique
when it comes to community activities and combined with the
over 200 clubs located 1n the state. we are a small but
valuable asset to our state. Many of our N.A.S.A. astronauts
grew up bUilding model aircraft and many still continue to
bUild and fly radio-controlled aircraft.

The proposed rule change being cons1dered by the F.C.C.
w1l1 have a pro£ound e£fect on the continuation o£ this
wonderful hobby of model aviation. Our radio control
£requenclee are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
prlmar1ly used private land mob~le dispatch operations.
However, our radio frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mob1le frequencies that we have been able
to share the band without either use interfering with the
oth.~r .

Now the F.e.C. wants to create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mob11e
frequencies w11l move l~loser to the ~adio frequenc18s and



cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
thet of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

Over the years that I have been associated with this
radio-controlled hobby, the F.C.C. has classified our use of
£requencies as secondary to commercial activities. Due to
this fact, the modeling industry and modelers have had to
change frequency use numerous' times due to the F.C.C.
allowing commercial or primary £requency users to compromise
or interfere with the £requencies the F.C.C. had given to us.
Although the modeling industry, the Academy o£ Model
Aeronautics, the Sport Flyers Association and the' modeling
members have tried to have the F.C.C. classify our use of the
frequencies from secondary to primary, the F.C.C. has failed
to act upon this request and has left our frequency use as
seconda1.'y to primary or commercial use..,;"

This has cost the modeling industry and modeting members
milliions of dollars over the years in petitioning the F.C.C.
for di£ferent £requ~ncies, changing the radio controlled
equipment, and the 60et of all these changes has been at -the
expense and safety df the modeling community and .the
spectators that also enjoy this hobby. {

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we
go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders as well as the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies. If the number of.usable
frequencies is diminished ~s proposed by the F.d~b~, the
remaining£requencies Will become congested and the margin of
safety will be reduced. All of the modeling industry, clubs,
the Academy of Model Aeronautics, the Sport Flyers
Association, and the modeling enthusiast all share one common
concern and that is the safe operation and control of anyone
of our aircraft.

Please understand that many models have wingspans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 55 pounds and can attain speeds
~n excess o£ 200 M.P.H. The models themselves are expensive
to bu~ld: but to be blunt, they are capable o£ causlng
property damage, eerloue injury, or even death i£ radio
lnter£erence causes the operator to lose control of the
a~rcraft. We often fly our models at organized events where
hundreds of partlclpante and spectators are present. We need
the £ull use of our entlre complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a safe flying enVironment. The F.C.C. is
again seeking to compromise the safety we now have from
frequency interference by adding these additional land mobile
frequencies.

I do not think it wise of the F.C.C. to seek to lmprove
the operating conditions of land mobl1e radio users at the
e~penBe of radio control modelers. The F.e.C.,in its
infinite wisdom, has failed to classify the modeling ~ndustry

aB primary users af these frequencies even though
lnterference caused by prlmary users, in thls case land



mob~le radio users, could cause the loss of radio-control
to our aircraft wh1ch dre capable of speeds in excess o£ 200
M.P.H. dnd we1gh as much as 55 pounds. If the F.e.C.
considers the interference to one of our radio-controlled
d1rcra£t which is capable of property damage, injury, and
even death is secondary to the use of a land mobile radio
user such as a pager, beeper, etc. which cannot cause any
property damage, injury,etc. then I think our Congressmen and
Senators should ste~ in and insure the safety of persons and
property of the persons they represent by having the F.C.C.
designate our frequency use as primary users and not
secondary. The F.C.C. apparently does not view personal and
property safety as a primary concern compared to the
financial interests of the land mobile users.

This is not to say that the hobby of model aviation does
not have financial interests but the industry and the
modelers stress safety in the operation of radio-controlled
aircraft which other frequency users such as land mobile
frequency users do ~ot have to worry about. The hobby of
model aviation is i~deed a multi-million dollar industry.' lNe
have over 10 hobby shops that are supported by modelers in
the Tampa Bay area alone. The attendant rise in the cost of
radio equipment that can operate safely under the new
proposals w1l1 result in equipment prices that will be beyond
the means of the average modeler. The new proposals will
force thousands of modelers out of the hobby with all the
attendant losses being suffered by hobby shops, distributors
and manufacturers. In thes~ troubled times, we must not allow
the collapse of this wonderful hobby which has served us so
well w1th all the outstanding role models and good deeds
performed by its participants.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the F.e.C. to carry out its proposals for the
72 - 76 MHz band and to change the status ox our use from
secondary to primary frequency use thereby insuring that
there will not be any frequency inter£erence problems in the
£utur.", .



Kather~ne A. Sm~th

701219 24th Ave. So.
Tampa, FL 33619

January 25, 1993
""":,::i:;,'y'~~" .
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Hqh~rable Congressman Sam Gibbons
Room 2204
Rayburn Building
W~~hlngton,D.C. 20515

')J
Congressman G~bbons,

I am wr i t ing you 'about a proposed l'ulo=. change under
s~deration by the F.G.C .. The changes are listed under

cket 92-235 scheduled for a vote on February 26.
,I have been around model aircraft since I was a little

~9~~~. My father was and still is an avid model airplane
:~el"l£~~Siast even though he is over 65 years old. My fath~r,

.m.y.i:.·~..•"..{'.'n.~.'~..' sband and my~el£ stl 11 ge~ toge~her ~n Sunda~s ~or a day
o£iIH'ly~ng and a get together o± our ±aml.ll.es. Thl.s ~s a
£ciriii'ly oriented hobby that has proven a great joy to myself

'."'·~'··'il.i

arid'~~my family for over 5121 years. My own two children have
e~j~yed and part1cipated 1n thl.s hobby. This activ~ty has
pr6ven to be one of the most rewarding experiences of my
li£~'. In addit10n to enjoying all the many facets of

";;'''d6'*tt~i:.1.·ucting and fly ing moqel aircraft, the fact that my
fami~y still gets together every Sunday for a day of flying
ha~kept our family close over the years and been a great
~uurce of joy for me. Untll recently, I had just assl.sted my
f~mily members but I just finished flying my own radio­
controlled aircraft by myself and it is very exhilarating to
accomplish th~s feat. I now know t.he feeling that my
fa~her, h~sband. son, brother, and cousin have experienced

~ d~r~:"" ,~:!;

over~these years.
. I am also a club member of the Tampa Radio Control

Aircraft Club. Not only are we a valuable source for the
monitoring of the many safety aspects relating to our hobby,
but we also are qu~te active in our community. Every year we
are a b~g partic~pant in the childrens festival at the
University of South Florlda. We also have" Field Days" ,:it
our s1te for the Boy Scouts,B1.9 Brothers. as well as
handicapped and d~sadvantaged children. Our club is
certa~nly not unique when ~t comes to community activit~es

and combined w~th the over 200 clubs located in the state, We
are a small but valuable asset to our state. Many of our
N.A.S.A. astronauts grew up building model aircraft and many
st~ll contlnue to build and fly radio-controlled aircraft.
Until my recent fly~ng experience, one of my greatest JOys of
this hobby has been to see the joy that modelers have g~ven

to chl1dren by exposing them to the modeling act~vity and
assistlnSI them tn accompl.lshlng bUlldlng and flying
tecrlO 1 q ue~~ .

-"-"..:. :.!.. ..



wonderful hobby of model aviation. Our radio control
frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
pr~marily used private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able
to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the F.e.C. wants to create more land mobile
frequencies by splitt~ng them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mob~le

frequenc~ee will move closer to the rad~o frequencies and
cause ~nterf~rence to radiO control operat~ons. I am told
that of the 50 £requencieg that are presently available for
radio control model a~rplanes, only 19 frequencies Will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

Over the years that I have been associated with this
radio-controlled hobby, the F.C.C. has classified our use of
frequencies as secondary to commercial activities. Due to
this fact, the modeling industry and modelers have had to
change frequency use numerous times due to the F.C.C.
allowing commercial or primary frequency users to compromise
or interfere with the frequencies the F.C.C. had given to us.
Althougn the modeling industry, the Academy of Model
AeronautiCS, the Sport Flyers Association and the modeling
members have tried to have the F.C.C. classify our use of the
frequenCies from secondary to primary, the F.C.C. has failed
to act upon this request and has left our frequency use as
secondary to primary or commercial use.

ThiS has cost the modeling industry and modeling members
millilons of dollars over the years in petitioning the F.C.C.
for different frequencies, changing the radio controlled
equipment. and the cost of all these changes has been at the
exp6nae and safety of the modeling community and the
spectators that also enjoy this hobby.

When we fly our model airplanes under rad~o control, we
go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators ~nd

bystanders as well as the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions lnvolve the careful coordination and use
of the t'adl.o control fr"equencies .. If the number of usable
frequencl.es ~s diminished as proposed by the F.e.C., the
remal.ning frequenc~es will become congested and the margin of
safety wLll be reduced. All of the modeling industry, clubs.
t"_he A.::ad8my of Model Aeronautics, the Sport Flyers

-Association, and th8 modeling enthusiast all share one common
concern and tnat is the safe operation and control of anyone
of our aircraft.

~lease understand that many models have wingspans up LO

10 feet and wel.gh as much as 55 pounds and can attaln speeds
J.n e:<ceS8 of 21(.10 M.P.H. The models t_hernselves are eZpenSl";'='::
to bUlld: but to be blunt. they are capable of causlng
i:-')f·'=)f.'f~:.:.~~'t_·:/ fja,m.3'J.-=:# ~et-'lC"US inJury, '':1 i."' ~"'l.:--=n 1]~=-::3r.rl l.i !".:s.,::.:.(':



the full use of our entire complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a Bafe flying environment. The F.C.C. is
again seeking to compromise the safety we now have from
frequency interference by adding these additional land mobile
frequencies.

I do not think it wise of the F.C.C. to seek to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The F.C.C.,in its
infinite wisdom, has failed to classify the modeling industry
as primary users of these frequencies even though

.lnterference caused by primary users, in this case land
rnolJll •.~ l',"ldlO u~H..!l'~;. could COU~le the 1000 of radio-control
t.t.> <Jur a lX'Cl'Ot t. wh j,<:i& '.11' •. ~ c.:J(j.:J1J Ie 01 speeds J.f1 excess 01 .200
M.P.H. dnd weigh as much as 55 pounds. Ii the F.G.C.
considers the interference to one of our radio-controlled
aIrcraft which is capable of property damage, injury, and
even death is secondary to the use of a land mobile radio
user such as a pager, beeper, etc. which cannot cause any
property damage, injury.etc. then I think our Congressmen and
Senators should step in and insure the safety of persons and
property of the persons they represent by having the F.C.C.
designate our frequency use as primary users and not
secondary. The F.e.C. apparently does not view personal and
property safety as a primary concern compared to the
financial interests of the,land mobile users.

ThiS is not to say that the hobby of model aviation does
not have financial interests but the industry and the
modelers stress safety in the operation of radio-controlled
aircraft which other frequency users such as land mobile
frequency users do not have to worry about. The hobby of
model aViation is indeed a multi-million dollar industry. We
have over 10 hobby shops that are supported by modelers in
the Tampa Bay area alone. The attendant rise in the cost of
radio equipment that can operate safely under the new
proposals will result in equIpment prices that will be beyond
the means of the average modeler. The new proposals will
force thousands of modelers out of the hobby with all the
attGndant losses being Buffered by hobby shops, distr1butors
and manufacturers. In these troubled times~ we must not allow
the collapse of thiS wonderful hobby WhiCh has served us so
well with all the outstanding role mocels and good deed~

performed by its partiCipants.
Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my past~me

by not allow1ng the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the
"72 - 76 MHz band and to change the status of our use from
secondary to pr1mary frequency use thereby insuring that
thel:e ¥I i Ii not be any frequency 1nter£erence Pl:Ob lems in t.he
future.



FRED W. MULHOLLAND
15410 STONECREEK LN.

TAMPA, FL 33313
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IMPORTANT INFO - -PLEASE READ AND RESPOND IMMEDIATELY I I I

III F.C.C~ ISSUES "NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING THAT WILL •• 1

•••• HAVE A DRASTIC EFFECT ON AIRCRAFT MODEL FREQUENCY USE I I I I I ••••

ro: ALL RIC FLYERS EVERYWHERE I
FROM: ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS & W.P.H.P.A. DIRECTORS
RE: F.C.C. NPRM - PR DOCKET 92-235

Albert T~jera of our club has brought back from the I.M.S. show an
im~ortant piece of info from B08 UNDERWOOD of the A.M.A. TECHNICAL DEPT.

I talked to Bob on 1113/93 and the following info is critical that all ric
flyers become aware of and react accordingly to protect our existing ric 20
khz s~aced frequencies from loss! Bob has stated that this came about
rather quickly and model magazines most likely will be unable to act to
notify everyone since the F.C.C. '5 date for response from the public is
FEBRUARY 26, 1993 I

At the end of '92, the F.C.C. issued a NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING (NPRM
- PR DOCKET 92-235) that if implemented, will have a profound effect on our
existing model aircraft frequencies I It concerns a massive frequency
restructuring in the lAND HOBIlE SERVICE that would ADD TWO NEW FREQUENCIES
BETWEEN OUR EXISTING CHANNELS AND THE EXISTING COMMERCIAL (PAGER) SERVICES.
THIS MEANS WE. WOULD HAVE MOBILE OR FIXED USERS WITH ONE WATT OF PbWER ONLY
2.5KHZ AWAY FROM MANY OF OUP. MODEL FREQUENCIES I

Our radios, under existing 1991 rules, operate with 20khz spacing between
ric channels. Some Commercial pager services also exist between us .... only
10khz away. Host receivers operate easily ~ith this 10khz a~ay

"interference", but the proposed changes would put a new type of
f1commercial/non-commercial/public safety" user ONLY 2.5KHZ AWAY .... A
SPACING OUR BEST EQUIPMENT CAN'T HANDLE I

Why would the F.G.C. do this? Bob Underwood of the A.M.A. says that this
year brings a ne~ "head" of the F.G.C. along with a mostly NEW BOARD OF
C0 t·114 ISS ION to RS !

The A.M.A. through their attorney, Ray Ko~alski (former chief of the F.e.C.
Private Service Bureau) are ~orking on attacking this. Word has it that
the Sport Flyers Assoc. and the Radio Control Manufacturers Assoc. are also
ur-set and are busy building a defense I

.'
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THOMAS J. DURFEE, 7022 Potts Rd. Riverview, FL 33569

Honorable Congressman Sam Gibbons
Room 2204, Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: FCC Action - NPRM PR Docket 92-235

January 26, 1993
Dear Congressman Gibbons;

Your taking time to read my concerns over the above rej:erenced
proposal by the Federal Communications Commission to restructure
Land Mobile Service frequencies at the expense of Radio Control
modelers is greatly appreciated.

As I understand the situation, ,this propo::;al will insert 1:wo new
commercial use frequencies between those presently assigned for
amateur modeling use and the commercial u::;age band. Additional­
ly, the technical specifications for thesl~ new frequencieB actu­
ally allow a legal, frequency tolerance which could pla,ce the
commercial users of tihese new frequenc:ies on top of those desig­
nated for modeling use. Since the propo::;ed nE!W frequencies are
so close, interference will occur and render most model frequen­
cies unusable.

Although we are relative newcomers to the Radio Control model
airplane hobby, over the last two years my 13 year-old son and I
have found a unique,avocation which combines the technical as­
pects of internal combust'ion engines, radio transmisBion of
controlling signals, and aircraft frame dl~sign and building. We
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MAIL: 14153
TO .. : ROB
FROM: SARA
DATE: 01 Feb 1993
TIME: 02: OOPM
SUBJ: LEGIS - FCC

MR. JOHN FRANCIS
6524 DOVEWOOD PLACE
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33634

DOES NOT WANT TO GIVE UP FREQUENCIES FROM MODEL AIRPLANES
REMOTE CONTROL TO MOBILE TELEPHONE
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.James C. Sml.th
7004A KiaSlmmee St.
Tampa. FL 33616

January 24, 1993

The Honorable Congressman Sam Gibbons
Rc,on\ 22';;~4

Rayburn BUlldl.ng
~a2hing~on. D.C. 20515

~eal Congressman Gibbon~.

r 3m wrttl.n'=J y'.JU r.l.b0UC·'1 \Jl-oposed L'ute \::h<3nge und~r

,_·(JII.'~ld •.!rlt.~ufl by t.h·~ 1-'.,'.' TI ...• .-:h.-In'l"!l It·.~ ll~\t_(!d IIl1d.,t-

~R UockeL~2-~3~.

r have been an aVid model airplane enthusiast Since my
£ather introduced my brothers and myself to the sport when 1
was eight years old. This actiVity has proven to be one of
the most rewardl.ng experiences of my Ilfe. In addl.tion to
enjoying all the many facets of constructing and flying ~odel

aircraft~ the fact that my brothers and dad still get
together every Sunday for a day o£ flying has kept our family
close over the years and been a great source of joy for me.

r am also a club officer for the Tampa Radio Control
Alrcra£t Club. Not only are we a valuable source for the
mbnltoring o£ the many ga£~ty aspects relating to our hobby~

but we also are quite active in our community. Every year we
are a big partlclpant in the childrens festival at the
University of South Florida. We also have It Field Days" at
our site for the Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, as well as
handlcapped and disadvantaged children. Our club is certainly
not unl.que when it comes to community activities and combined
with the over 200 clubs located in the state, we are a small
but valuable asset to our state.

The proposed rule change being considered by the F.C.C. will
have a profound e£fect on the continuation of this wonderful
hobby of model aviation. Our radio control frequencies are in
the 72 - 76 MHz band. Th~s band is primarily used private
l~nd mobile dispatch operatlons. However. our radio
irequencles in this band are far enough apart £rom the ldnd
mObile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
Without either use interfer~ng with the other.

Now the F.G.C. wants to create more land mob~le frequenc~es

by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencles w~ll

move closer to the radio frequenc~es and cause interference
to radio control operatlona. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radLo control
model airplanes. only 19 frequencies wlll be left if these
n8W rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control. we 30
t·::· '::Jrli::dt len<Jths to assure the safety of the operators and
t,y:~t:3nd~:?r.s 3:3 w,::~ll -olS the protectiun of property. Many 1')£ OUl'
sdf~LV precdutlons :nvolve the careful coordination and use



of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequenc~es is dimin~shed as proposed by the F.e.C., the
remain1ng frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be reduced.
Please understand that many models have wingspans up to 10

feet and weigh as much as 55 pounds. The models themselves
are expensive to bU11d; but to be blunt, they are capable of
caus1ng property damage, serious injury, or even death 1£
rad10 1nterference causes the operator to lose control of the
a~rcraft. We often fly our models at organized events where
hundreds of partic1pants and spectators are present. We need
the full use of our entire complement of radio frequenc~.es in
ord~r to aasure a safe £ly1ng env1ronment.

I do not th.lnl~ .lt Wl.~,,~ o:f the F.''::.(;. to seel< to l.mpr·.:;,v.:;, the
operat.lng conditl.ons o£ land mob.lle radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers.

The hobby of model aviation is a multi-million dollar
industry. We have over 10 hobby shops that are supported by
modelers in the Tampa area alone. The attendant r1se in
the cost of radio eqUipment that can operate safely under the
new proposals will result 1n equipment prices that will be
beyond the means of the average modeler. The new proposals
will force thousands of modelers out of the hobby with all
the attendant losses being Buffered by hobby shops,
distributors and manu£act~rers. In these troubled times, we
must not allow the collapse of this wonderful hobby which has
served ue so well with all the outstanding role models and
good deeds performed by its participants.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.G.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72
- 76 MHz band.


